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May celebration

For the jubilee year of Richard Strauss's 150th birthday, the Opera will run all
six of the operas generally considered to be the composer's most important
creative works. Four new productions have been added to the two previously
in the repertoire, and each of the six will be performed twice with a festival-
calibre cast of top artists. Before the festival's final performance, we will also
be inaugurating Mdrk Lelkes's newly sculpted statue of Strauss, which will
henceforth grace the Opera House.
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Dils

Frau

ohne

chatten

(The Woman without a Shadow)

Hungarian Premiére
Opera in three acts

Conductor | Péter Haldsz

Set designer | Balazs Horesnyi
Costume designer | Kati Zo6b
Director | Janos Szikora

(ast » Eszter Siimegi, lldiko Komldsi, Alik Abdukayumov,
Ingrid Kertesi, Péter Balczo, Erika Markovics, Atala Schock,
Heiko Trinsinger, Szilvia Ralik, Lajos Geiger, Ferenc Cserhalmi,
Gyula Rab, Ildiko Szakacs, Bori Keszei, Gabriella Balga

"The plot ofthe opera begins with two men who have gained what they
were longing for. However, one day it dawns on them both that the
objects of their desire will soon be lost.

To possess some kind of treasure unconsciously and to realise its value in
horror when it has already been lost - is this not the startled awakening
of the man of the early 20th century reflected in the opera? Today, this
performance suggests that, although time has passed us by, none of the
problems have been solved that Hofmannsthal and Strauss had to face a
century ago." (Jdnos Szikora)

25, 28 AND 31 MAY 2014; 4 JUNE 2014 OPERA HOUSE

"Let us make up our minds that Frau ohne Schatten shall be our last
romantic opera,” wrote Richard Strauss to his faithful librettist Hugo von
Hofmannsthal. The opera, which was premiéered in 1919 and has already
long been considered one of the core works of the Strausscult, or even the
composer's magnum opus, will now be arriving for its début on the stage
of the Budapest Opera.



> \ 4

Budapest

Philharmonic
Orchestra

gala concert

Conductor PinChaS Steinbel”g

Strauss » Capriccio - prelude
Strauss » Four last songs
Strauss » Also sprach Zarathustra, op. 30

Featuring | Ricarda Merbeth - soprano

-

9 JUNE 2014 OPERA HOUSE
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1 is very special Strauss piece in
the date -1910 - when |t actually came into being. | have never seen this
opera staged this way before. Everything, the costumes, the scenery, even the
characters resemble the Vienna Secession, just before the outbreak of WWI.
But for me Der Rosenkavalier is not about politics. | concentrated on human
drama, the very intimate, inner feelings of the characters participating.in” thls
amazingly elaborated and sensitive story." (Andrejs Zagars) .;:’ R

“This production by the Hungarian State Opera is spellbinding |ﬁii :
musicality as well as the quality of singing.” (Das Opernglas).

RICHARD STRA FESTIVAL 5 AND 10 JUNE 2014 OPE;R’A'-HO.-USE'-.;I'
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ragedy in one act
nnsthal

designer | Csaba Antal
Costume designer | Mari Benedek
Director | Balazs Kovalik
(ast » Eva Balatoni, Szilvia Rélik, Tiinde Szaboki, Dénes Gu
Bretz, Istvan Berczelly, Timea Balogh, Valéria Polydk, Da
Vadasz, Zsolt Haja, Maria Farkasréti, Kornélia Bakos, Licia
Megyesi Schwartz, Szilvia Voros, Beatrix Fodor, Gabriella Fod®

. The music of the world beyond that can
only be heard by thosé to leave their earthly lives behind. Electra’s
existence had one sole se that has now been fulfilled. The prospect of
a new life is opening hrysothemis. The transfer of power is ¢
The new monarch is Orestes — whose name means "climb
(Baldzs Kovalik)

8 AND 11 JUNE 2014 OPERA HOU
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Die Frau ohne Schatten Ll
(25, 28 and 31 May, 4 June) Conductor » Péter Halasz '

o
Arabella s
(27 and 30 May) Conductor » Giinter Neuhold ~ Eq |
Salome _ Sp
(29 May, 1June) 3 ; _.
Conductor » Pinchas Steinberg %
Programme of the 3

Straussiso Festival ¢

Ariadne auf Naxos « "
(3 and 7June) Conductor » Domonkos Héja

. ”
Der Rosenkavalier-
(5 and 10 June) Conductor » Jun Markl

Elektra e
(8 and 11 June) Conducter W Stefan Soltesz

Budapest Philharmonic Orchestra

Symphonic Evening : I
013

(9 June) Conductor » Pinchas Steinberg %




