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" Puccini's second opera, Fi ! ar, composed early in his career after the success of

amelias. Le Villi, is also his mo rformed one. Known primarily for its requiem,
nto his rem : 9 the work is rich in'dramatic effects and attests to a high level of musical maturity.
position eler Set in ury Flanders, its characters are allegorical figures with revealing
,including t ' L : - names, whose relationships transform the story into a moral parable. This work,
il which has only been presented in Hungary once, in a semi-staged concert
ersion a decade ago, is now returning to the Opera, this time in a fully staged

0-production with Hungary's arts academies, as part of the LateNight series.

Director | ADAM TULASSAY
Set designer | BALAZS CZIEGLER
Costume designer | MONIKA SZELEI
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Baldzs Szdlinger

CHRYSANTHEMUMS
OR THE DEATH OF LIU

Chamber piece with lots of music —
world premiere

Although Puccini was well known as an admirer of the fair sex, this is some
his wife, Elvira, found less and less tolerable. Falling victim to the
their maid, Doria Manfredi, who eventually killed he
suspicions and later ejected from the Puccini ho 0 !
the autopsy. Fifteen years later, the compe ) ed Doria's memory in the character
of the self-sacrificing servant girl in ot: Lill's Mg comes on the last page
Puccini's original score, whi h ompleted after eath. The Opera has e _
Attila Jozsef Award-winning oetlplaywrlght Baldzs Szdlinger to create a dran ece, i

inspired by Puccini's Crisantemi string quartet and melodies from Turandot, a agic ' effe'gi\'f ly mo!
story of the young maid. e " character of y
' driver

Director | BALINT SZILA
Visual designer | SA
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TOSCA

In June of 1800, the air in Rome is crackling with tension: With Austrian
oppression having replaced French oppression, the fate of the Roman
Republic now depends on Napoleon. Politics and political terror have
become essential parts of Roman life, and the might of authority even
extends to the love between a painter and a celebrated opera diva, who
find that life can produce situations that are more dramatic than those on
the stage. One of Puccini's most shocking operas, Tosca deals with love,

LA BOHEME 2.0

A story can be told in different ways and in different settings. It is precisely
for this reason that the Opera maintains two quite different productions of
La bohéme in its repertoire: Kalman Nddasdy's famous staging from 1937
and Damiano Michieletto's 2012 interpretation.

The internationally known Italian opera director presents before us a map
of modern Paris: its bohemians are the impetuous and lovable youths of
today, and the windows of their rented flats glow with their love.

power, violence and the limits of human nature. » "
Director | DAMIANO MICHIELETTO Cast | ISTVAN HORVATH, :

photo by il iz Director | VIKTOR NAGY Cast | ESZTER SUMEGI, Set designer | PAOLO FANTIN CSABA SANDOR, ZSOLT HAIA, .
Set deisgner | TAMAS VAYER NAIMIDDIN MAVLYANOV, ostume designer | CARLA TETI KRISZTIAN CSER, ORSOLYA SAFAR, '
Costume designer | NELLY VAGO  ANYTOLY FOKANOV RITA RACZ

Conductor | GERGELY VAJIDA

Photo by Attila Nagy

Conductor | ADAM MEDVECZKY s
2 &5 JUNE 2019 | EIFFEL ART STUDIOS i
19 & 29 MAY 2019 | ERKEL THEATRE

MADAMA BUTTERFLY

The tale of Cio-Cio san and Pinkerton stands out as one of the finest romantic tragedies
ever written. Convinced that her 'temporary marriage' is not only legally binding, but also
founded on reciprocated feelings, ‘Madama’ Butterfly loses every last shred of hope, until
death offers the only possible escape. 'Had it not been set in an exotic locale far from here,’
went the commentary on the play that inspired the libretto, ‘the suffering would be unbear-
able.’ For opera lovers, Puccini's wonderful music elevates tragedy to the heights of catharsi
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Carlo Gozzi's stage play about the remarkable love between a beauti-

ful but icy-hearted Chinese princess and the Tatar prince who conceals /
his name has inspired more t artist O_ng_g_f_them was Giacomo
opera is Turandot. The .-
st work: Franco Alfa

Director | KERENYI MIKLOS GABOR
Set designer | KENTAUR
Costume designer | ILONA VAGVOLGYI

Cast | ANDREA ROST,
ANDREA ULBRICH, BOLDIZSA
ANATOLY FO '

Photo by Attila Nagy

Conductor | PIETRO RIZZ0
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IL TRITTICO

Three one-acts. Three masterpieces.
Il trittico was Puccini's penultimate
work. Conceived during World War
One, it appeared around the end of
a long period of dormancy for the
maestro, and was followed only by
the unfinished Turandot, after yet
another long hiatus, one lasting
i ree separate operas,

rock| long
aster
satragedy
) ing at a convent, while the
janni Schicchi was inspired
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MESSA DI GLORIA /
LE VILLI |
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No retrospective Puccini festival can be complete without Messa di Gloria, an
excellent work from the younger days of Puccini, Messa di Gloria. The second
part of the programme will be the concert performance of Puccini's opera Le villi.
Between the two pieces, ballet scenes will be performed as it was a very inter-
esting moment of music history when an opera was composed to the story of a
formerly successful ballet, namely that of Giselle.

Giacomo Puccini

LE VI I.I.I (opera in two acts)

~ B W Director | ANDRAS ACZEL
a1 ast | ADRIENN MIKSCH, ZOLTAN
R oy BOLDIZSAR LASZL6
2 Featuring | THE HUNGARIA
J (chorus director: ZOLTAN

Conductor | LEONARDO
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PUCCINI
- THE BARD

The great Italian composer's art was about
melody — he would have been a born song-
composer had his dramaturgic talent not
predestined him to compose music for'stage.
Although his oeuvre was not as rich in works
as Verdi's, he did compose songs in addition to
his ten operas and a few symphonic pieces and
church music. These were composed for special®
occasionsysome were the fruits of his student
‘while others were drafts for his later
all the two dozen song

g6 of the Eiffel A it Studio
¥
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ysé and crown both the Puccini Festiv d the Puccini's Italy season,
Vill be an aria concertEy arican tenor Gregory Kunde. One of the
e singers on the international opera scene, Kunde is a regular
atimajor opera houses around the world and collaborates with leading
and orchestras. This will be his first visit to Hungary.
de as guests will be the Opera’s soloists, who will sing the loveliest
written by Puccini's contemporaries.
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PROGRAMME
OF THE PUCCINI
FESTIVAL

MANON LESCAUT (8, 21, 25, 28, 30 May, Erkel Theatre)
TOSCA (19, 29 May, Erkel Theatre)

MESSA DI GLORIA / LE VILLI (20 May, Erkel Theatre)
LA FANCIULLA DEL WEST (22, 24 May, Erkel Theatre)
MADAMA BUTTERFLY (23, 25 May, Erkel Theatre)

LA RONDINE (26, 27 May, Erkel Theatre)

EDGAR (i, 6 June, Eiffel Art Studios)

LA BOHEME 2.0 (2,5 lur, ifel Art Stuios

ILL TRITTICO (3, 4 lune, Erkel Theatre)

TURANDOT (;, 9 lune, Margaret Island Open-Air Theatre)

PUCCINI, THE BARD (4 lune, Eiffel Art Studios)

CHRYSANTHEMUMS, OR THE DEATH OF LIU
(8, 9 lune, Eiffel Art Studios)

GREGORY KUNDE'S ARIA CONCERT

(11 June, Erkel Theatre)

019
The Hungarian State Opera reserves the right P u‘ ‘ I NI2
to make amendments to the programme.

FESTIVAL



